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Purpose: Indications: 
To prevent regurgitation of stomach contents into the airway 
To facilitate ventilation with a bag-valve mask 
To provide a secure airway 

Cardiac arrest, medical or traumatic 

Advantages: Disadvantages: Complications: Contraindications: 
Cannot be misplaced 
Minimal training required 
Minimal spinal manipulation 
Facilitates suctioning 
 

Gag reflex must be absent 
Patient must be unconscious 
Placement must be identified 
   (trachea or esophagus) 
May need removal before 
    endotracheal intubation 

Possible trauma to 
airway or esophagus 

Patients <5 feet in height for Combitube 
Patients < 4 feet in height for Combi SA 
Known esophageal disease or trauma 
Intact gag reflex 
Caustic ingestion 

Confirm cardiac arrest; inititiate resuscitation attempt

Oxygenate patient for at least 30 seconds

Position patient's head in neutral position

Determine cuff integrity per manufacturer's directions

Lubricate as necessary

Grasp the tongue and lower jaw and lift upward

Insert tube gently but firmly until the black rings on the tube line up with the patient's teeth

DO NOT USE FORCE

Inflate pharyngeal cuff through the blue line (#1) with 100ml of air

Tube inserts
easily?

Withdraw tube and reinsert
(a maximum of two attempts
with oxygenation between

attempts is allowed)

No

Yes

Inflate the distal cuff through the white line (#2) with 15 ml of air

Ventilate through the blue (primary) tube

Confirm tube placement by connecting EtCO2, auscultating breath
sounds (high axillary bilaterally), and auscultating over the stomach

Breath sounds
 in chest?

Continue ventilating through
the blue (primary) tube

Ventilate through the
clear (secondary) tube

Unknown placement No

YesDeflate cuffs (blue first)

Slightly withdraw tube, then
reinflate cuffs (blue first)

Ventilate and reassess placement

Ventilate appropriately
according to placement

Unknown
placement?

No

Deflate cuffs Remove tube Suction as
necessary

Insert oral or
nasal airway VentilateYes

Select appropriate size Combitube

No Breath sounds
 over stomach?

Yes

 
NOTES: 
When ventilating through the blue (primary) tube: 
• The Combitube is placed in the esophagus when breath sounds are present bilaterally and epigastric sounds are absent. 

o The clear tube may be used for removal of gastric fluid or gas with the catheter provided in the airway kit. 
• The Combitube is placed in the trachea when breath sounds are absent and epigastric sounds are present. 
• The Combitube placement is unknown when both breath and epigastric sounds are absent. 
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